than the mternattonahzat1on of commerce and manufacturing. It represents a new development paradigm creating new links among corporations, international organizations, governments, communities, professionals. and families (Waters, 200 l ) . Health is a global concern and nursing is a global profession. With the onset of globalization, it has become inevitable that occupational health nurses need to be aware of what is happening with occupational safety and health at worksites in other countries, as well as their own.
Health and safety of employee populations at work is a fundamental human right and has long been a concern of occupational health nurses in many countries. Regardless of their country of origin, occupational health nurses share common professional goals and visions for protecting the safety and health of worker populations. Socioeconomic development can influence the health of the population and, in tum, can affect occupational safety and health. Thus, occupational health nurses in different countries may face different emerging occupational health and safety issues or problems. Jn addition, these nurses have unique processes and challenges in the development of the specialty of occupational health nursing within the context of the socioeconomic factors. 
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INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
This special issue of the Journal focusing on international occupational health nursing examines education, practice, and research in the field of occupational health nursing in Japan, Republic of Korea (South Korea), South Africa, Thailand, and The Gambia. The articles in this issue contrast similarities and differences in development of occupational safety and health programs and occupational health nursing activities among these countries. Along with a brief description of the historic and socioeconomic background, the health care system, and health status in these countries, the following are included: 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
This special issue focusing on international occupational health nursing is being published at approximately the same time as the 27th
International Congress on Occupational Health, held this year from February 23 to 28 in Iguassu Falls, Brazil.
The International Commission on Occupational Health (ICOH), an international non-governmental professional society, has held the Congress once every 3 years since it was founded in 1906 in Milan as the Permanent Commission on Occupational Health. The aims of the ICOH are to foster the scientific progress, knowledge and development of occupational health and safety in all its aspects (see ICOH homepage at http://www. icoh.org.sg/eng/). This week long Congress in Brazil provides a great opportunity for exchanges of experience and learning among occupational health and safety professionals from all over the world. Likewise, it is hoped that this special issue of the Journal contributes an international perspective in occupational health nursing, leading to improved understanding of occupational safety and health issues and occupational health nursing roles and functions in different countries. It is hoped that this information stimulates new thinking, linkage, and collaboration among occupational health nurses from different parts of the world to advance education, practice, and research in the profession of occupational health nursing. 
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